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The body of Christ in the Anglican Church in North America has been hard at work for the Kingdom this year, stepping up 
and stepping in to positions and areas of great need that human instincts turn us away from. It is by the grace of God that we 
have the faith to engage with those who differ from us, to give when we feel we have nothing to give, to serve cities wrecked 
by natural disasters or confl ict, to plant the unlikely church, and to speak out for the least and most vulnerable. I hope these 
stories of faith encourage you. May we stay on task as the Church, continuing to step up and step in as the Lord calls us.

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, Editor
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STAYING ON TASK

One of the signifi cant events in a believer’s walk with the Lord is 
when He begins to open your eyes to see the harvest fi eld around 
you. You begin to see your hurting friend. You see the struggling 
family down the street. You see the fellow employee addicted to porn. 
You see a widower who is alone and isolated. You see a person being 
neglected and left out because she is new to the country. You see a 
man with four children and one on the way who has just lost his job 
because of downsizing. You see a lady down the street who is strug-
gling with heart issues. 

This awareness can be overwhelming, frustrating, and paralyzing 
for the follower of Jesus. It can be discouraging and painful. Even 
more, you may ask: “What do I do and how do I respond when I see 
whole communities destroyed because of weather related events?” 
Added to all of this is the vitriol and violence we now see in the pubic 
square and in the political arena. The cultural and ideological war in 
which we now fi nd ourselves in the West can be quite disturbing and 
unsettling. Many followers of Jesus are not sure how to engage, if to 
engage, or the appropriate place to engage all of these challenges.

As Christians we cannot put our heads in the sand and ignore what 
the Lord is showing us. When He gives a person insight, perspective, 
or awareness, He expects that person to use this insight in His wis-
dom, with His guidance, and for His purposes. It is so easy to allow 
obstacles to get us off task, away from the calling God has placed on 
all our lives as His followers.

 Jesus said: “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. There-
fore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest” (Luke 10:2). There is a plentiful harvest all around 
us here in North America! Therefore, “pray earnestly” to God asking 
Him to send forth helpers. We should do all we can to help and serve, 

but this does not necessarily mean that we are to do it alone. Ask God 
for helpers. He will answer your prayers. Jesus tells us here that it is 
“His” harvest. Our role is to be faithful in doing our part, and faithful 
in asking God for more help.

All around us we see evidence that the human heart is wounded and 
hurt. Theologically and Biblically we understand this is the result of 
sin (Romans 3:23). However, we also know that Jesus provides the 
answer, the forgiveness, the healing, and the renewing of the human 
heart by His death and resurrection from the dead. It is by faith that 
we call on Him and receive His goodness into our lives. And yet, 
it is up to us not only to share with others how He has brought 
healing and new life to our lives, but to disciple others to be able to 
do the same. 

The pain and suffering in our world is not going away, but when God 
opens your eyes to it, He is also equipping you through His Spirit to 
do something about it. Hear this prayer the Apostle Paul prayed for 
the Ephesians: “I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 
He may know the hope to which He has called you…” (Ephesian 
1:16f ). Let’s stay on task and not get sidetracked from His purposes! 

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate
Anglican Church in North America
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1. Vita Nova INC 

In the name of Christ, Vita Nova INC. of Perry, New York 
provides safe housing and Godly discipleship to men coming 
out of prison who often struggle with life controlling issues. 
Often, the only option is to return to the familiar places, 
relationships, and habits that did not serve them well before. 
Instead of being forced to return to their old ways of life, 
Vita Nova INC. offers healing and hope through a new 
relationship and a new way of life. Immediate physical needs 
of housing and meals are met while Christ-centered programs 
are offered, providing a fresh way forward and hope for their 
present and future. 

2. Restoration Immigration Legal Aid

Providing much needed legal aid to those who have come to 
our country hoping for a place of safety, belonging, and free-
dom, Restoration Immigration Legal Aid (RILA) of Arlington, 
Virginia ministers to those who are most vulnerable and have 
the fewest resources. Since 2016, RILA has served more than 
50 clients through monthly legal aid clinics. The majority of 
these clients have experienced trauma, or even life-threatening 
events that led to their coming to the US, and now seek asy-
lum. During clinics, volunteers provide legal assistance, a meal, 
childcare, interpretation services, and prayer. This ministry 
is meeting very real, and otherwise very costly and complex, 
needs of our new neighbors and offers compassionate assis-
tance in the name of Jesus. 

By The Rev. Cn. David Roseberry  |  The Matthew 25 Initiative was created by the 
Province to help churches share the love of Christ with the least, the last, and the 
lost. Thanks to the Initiative, in the last few years, many congregations have started 
new ministries. Look at four unique ways grassroots outreaches are making a 
difference in their communities. 

INTO THE MATTHEW 25 INITIATIVE 4 WINDOWS 

David Roseberry 

After more than 35 years as a parish priest, David stepped 
down as the Senior Pastor of a wonderfully faithful church 
and stepped out to serve the wider church. He ‘retired’ as 
the Sr. Pastor and now heads up the Mathew 25 Initiative 

as the Provincial Canon for Mission.

He is also a coach, mentor, guide, confi dante, kick-starter, 
encourager, and partner in ministry through LeaderWorks. 
He is fi nding ways to refi ne or even defi ne the calling and 

mission of today’s leaders. He works with individuals, 
vestries, committees, and other church leaders. 

3. St. Lazarus Mission

Extending the hands of Christ to love the least, lonely, labeled, 
and lost, St. Lazarus Mission of Dayton, Ohio is connecting 
parishes to elderly care in nursing homes. More than 1 million 
people are living in America’s 16,000 nursing homes. While 
engaging in ministry in multiple locations, each nursing home is 
adopted by a specifi c leader who can be the day-to-day “champi-
on” for the people at their site. This model fosters deep relation-
ships with residents, staff, and family, and belonging and care for 
those so often forgotten outside the walls of their nursing home.

4. Arizona Neighborhood Transformation

In the small, tight-knit community of Guadeloupe, Arizona, 
where less than half the children will graduate from high school, 
Arizona Neighborhood Transformation has created not only 
physical space, but real opportunity to help their children suc-
ceed in school and beyond. The Guadeloupe Learning Lab is 
a place where children receive after-school tutoring and sum-
mer education, as well as help with real life issues they may 
be having. Parents are encouraged to work with their children 
and teachers during the school year. Directed and facilitated by 
community members with a heart for the Kingdom, the Learn-
ing Lab is meeting needs in the lives of these children and their 
present and future families in the name of Jesus. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH ERIC OVERHOLT

by The Rev. Canon Steven Tighe, 
Provincial Canon for Youth Ministry 

As a French Horn player with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
Eric Overholt lived moments that can legitimately be described 
as glamorous. He played the Luke Skywalker solo from Star 
Wars at the Hollywood bowl, for 18,000 light-saber wield-
ing fans. He’s played in the orchestra for movies that you’d 
recognize. It was his “dream job,” one that he had been pursu-
ing since high school when he discovered a gift for the French 
Horn. That gift took him through a music degree at Baylor 
(where he was fi rst introduced to Anglicanism), to a Master’s 
degree at The Juilliard School in New York, and eventually to a 
position with one of the fi nest orchestras in the world. 

It all fell apart in 2013 when he developed a neurological con-
dition that affected only his French Horn playing. After a very 
diffi cult three years of treatment and rehabilitation, he came to 
a realization:

“When things started to fall apart, I was desperate. Losing the 
ability to play French Horn was like losing my identity. It was 
the beginning of a wrenching transition, and I’d like to say 
that the transition was a beautiful story of self-surrender, but 
it wasn’t. I was frustrated and angry and disappointed. When 
I fi nally gave up and put my horn down, I just started digging 
ditches. I spent three months with a pick and a shovel in my 
back yard trying to work through my frustration with God 
and with life.”

He came across a podcast from Phil Vischer, the creator of 
Veggie Tales, who described his own personal collapse as he 
lost Veggie Tales. Eric could relate as Vischer spoke of digging, 
listening, laughing, and weeping all at the same time, as he 
struggled with his own identity and relationship with God.

Can you say a few words about your faith 
up until that point?

I came to faith early. I grew up in the church, and I remember 
responding to an altar call at a children’s camp. From that 
point on, my desire was to follow Jesus. And in fact, I had 
always believed that He was calling me into music. It’s not ex-
actly a stretch to see acceptance into Juilliard, or winning a job 
in the LA Philharmonic as an act of God! But now all of that 
was gone, and as I dug my ditch, I slowly began to realize that 
Jesus wants our surrender. What he wants most of all is a real 
relationship with us – to fi rst walk in the garden with him, and 
only then does he want our work with him in the world.

How did you get from digging ditches to 
working with teenagers?

One of my most important early faith infl uences was a great 
youth minister in the Junior High ministry of the church I 
grew up in in Oklahoma City. He cared about us, mentored 
us, and raised us up as leaders in the group. That had a pro-
found effect on my life and my faith, and since college, I’ve al-
most always volunteered with the youth group at the church I 
attended. When I realized that God was asking me to lay down 
my French Horn, it slowly dawned on me that He might be 
calling me into full time ministry at St. Luke’s Anglican in La 
Crescenta, California – a big part of that with teenagers.

That sounds very different from your work 
in music!

It was an exciting life, and I loved playing what I consider 
the greatest music ever written with the some of the most 
gifted musicians ever to play it. I still miss it. But now, God 
is teaching me that such a life pales in comparison to talking 
about Jesus with a thirteen year-old, or laying hands on a high-
schooler and seeing them fi lled with the Holy Spirit. That is 
life-changing stuff.

Teenagers have a hard time these days. I mean, every Christian 
has the pressure to live a worldly life, but kids are so much 
more vulnerable. The pressures are immense: get straight “A’s”, 
get into a good college, be cool in the eyes of their friends. 
They’re desperate for adults in their lives who take a real inter-
est in them as people; who can introduce them to Jesus; who 
walk together with them through their teenage years.

What do you think the Anglican Church 
has to offer teenagers?

Alot! I feel really fortunate to be in the Anglican church, and 
I think the Book of Common Prayer that Thomas Cranmer 
put together was the result of a profound move of God. When 
I was fi rst exposed to Anglicanism in college, I was amazed to 
fi nd all these resources for my devotional life: the readings, 

In Chicago

Serving in Compton  Hiking in the Angeles National Forest 

The Overholt Family
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I have never (and honestly hope to never) climbed Mt. Everest. 
Yet, I am always amazed at the sheer sense of beauty, challenge, 
smallness, and exhilaration it would present. I read Into Thin 
Air by Jon Krakauer and recently watched the movie Everest, 
which is based upon the aforementioned book. Sometimes 
people pursue things that seem impossible with challenges that 
likewise seem insurmountable.

We started the Anglican Church in North America in response 
to the Holy Spirit’s lead during a catastrophic crisis of leader-
ship and faith. What seemed impossible, planting churches in 
North America, and insurmountable (for a time 
it seemed the world was against us), is becoming a reality in 
our midst.

There are two primary reasons:

First, the unbelievable generosity of the people. For years we 
have watched the bottom line stay “in the black.” I really am 
blown away by the generosity of the people of this Province. I 
heard about a Rector who recently received a $40,000 check 
for their new building from an anonymous donor outside their 
Parish. That’s pretty incredible considering the equally gener-
ous gifts of the people in that parish. 

Second, the hand of God. I love this amazing interchange 
between Moses and The Lord recorded in Exodus 33:12-16: 

Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead 
these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will 
send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you 
have found favor with me. If you are pleased with me, teach 
me your ways so I may know you and continue to fi nd favor 
with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” The 
LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will   

give you rest.” Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does 
not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone 
know that you are pleased with me and with your people 
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your 
people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” And 
the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have 
asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by 
name.” Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

At this point we break out into “Rock of Ages, cleft for me… “ 

I love this honest admission by Moses, “If your Presence does 
not go with us, do not send us up from here.” Moses and the 
people of Israel just couldn’t ‘climb the mountain’ without the 
hand of God. 

The same is true for us. This is not our ministry, it is the min-
istry of the Lord. It was his idea, we’re trying to obey him.

This year we have another large goal, $350,000 to make our 
budget (by June 30, 2018). I am praying that we can count on 
and see the great generosity we have seen thus far from you. 

May the Lord’s mighty hand and outstretched arms lead us 
all evermore.

In Christ, Alan
Canon for Development

Small group on mission

Scavenger Hunt
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DEVELOPMENT
THE REV. CANON ALAN J. HAWKINS

the liturgy, and prayers that God still uses to draw me into his 
presence and plan.

That said, I think the greatest gift Anglicanism has to offer 
young people is the breadth of possible spiritual expression 
within our traditions: all the way from the rich, somber sym-
bolism of Anglo-catholic sacramental worship to the char-
ismatic excitement of hearing the voice of God at a concert 
or seeing him heal someone through our teenager’s prayers. 
There’s so much room for them to explore their relationship 
with God and their faith and service, all within the bounds of 
Biblical orthodoxy. 

How do you think the Church can do a 
better job of engaging our young people?

A good youth ministry is a huge engine of growth for a con-
gregation, and I’m seeing that at St. Luke’s. Teenagers who are 
following Jesus bring such vitality to the church; they have an 
energy for living that’s infectious. 

Youth ministry works best when parents and the church are in 
partnership. So, parents: stay invested in the spiritual lives of 
your children, even if it seems like they don’t want you to. You 
may not see it or feel like it, but you really are the most impor-
tant spiritual infl uence in your kids’ lives. Stay in communica-
tion with the adults that are discipling your teenager.

I’d tell teenagers what I tell my kids: go to Jesus. If you have 
questions, go to Jesus. If you have problems, go to Jesus. There 
really are answers to life’s problems, and He’s got them. Learn 
about Him in the Scriptures. Life with Him is more whole, 
more full, and yes, even more fun! 

Any last comments?

Yes. Teenagers: if you don’t have a youth pastor at your church, 
go to your rector and put them on the spot and tell them that 
you want them to disciple you. Just tell them that you want to 
learn how to read the Bible and pray. 

Rectors: talk to the teenagers in your congregation, next 
Sunday ask them how things are going. They won’t say much 
at fi rst, but when you continue to ask each week, they’ll begin 
to trust that you really are interested and begin to let you in. 
Keep at it!

And fi nally, please pray for me. I fail so much more often than 
I succeed, but I want to live my testimony that Jesus is enough 
and to really believe that He’s all I need.

www.anglicanchurch.net/?/donate
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HURRICANE RELIEF
One after another, the regions around the Gulf 
of Mexico, Caribbean, and the Atlantic Ocean were 
struck by devastating hurricanes this summer. 
First, Hurricane Harvey sat over south Texas and Louisiana 
dumping record amounts of rain. Then, powerful Irma tore 
across Florida. Shortly after, Hurricane Maria ravaged Puerto 
Rico. Without hesitation, Anglicans stepped up to help in the 
relief efforts through the Anglican Church in North America and 
its ecumenical partners, such as the North American Lutheran 
Church congregations in Puerto Rico, to bring the light 
and love of the Gospel to those in desperate need. 

You can give to the ongoing relief efforts 
through www.ARDF.org

  “It seems that this community of Christ followers
 has been created for such a time as this.” 
Tricia Lowenfi eld

“The last eight months have 
been full. From consecrating a 
new bishop for North Africa to 
leading a leadership retreat in the 
mountains of Colorado, supporting 
the Anglican faithful in the UK to 
carrying on ecumenical conversations in 
Jerusalem there has rarely been a dull 
moment. It is a privilege to see God at work, 
and carry you with me in these endeavors.  
Please continue to keep me in your prayers! ”  

ARCHBISHOP’S TRAVEL:

ARCHBISHOP FOLEY BEACH

www.anglicanaid.net
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REFUGE IN THE VALLEY

AN INTERVIEW WITH ERNIE DIDOT

“The community needs to see refugees 
as real people with the same hopes and 
challenges that we all face, and refugees 
need to hear and see a broader community 
that welcomes them and wants to know 
them.” —Ernie Didot

Interview by Mary Ailes

Ernie Didot is a professional photographer and videographer, 
and a member of the Anglican Church of the Incarnation in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. Recently, he collaborated on a pho-
tography exhibit that drew attention to the challenges facing 
refugees in the Shenandoah Valley.

What caught your attention about doing 
this project?

A Congolese refugee family moved into an apartment behind 
our house about a year ago and we got to know them. They 
invited us to a Congolese welcome party, and the director 

of the Church World Service approached me about taking 
professional photos of refugees. I had been working on portrait 
photography so this seemed to be a natural fi t, given we were 
already friends with the Congolese – plus a few Sudanese refu-
gees in our church. It seemed like a great opportunity to help 
them be introduced to the town and if we hosted the show 
in our church, a great opportunity for our church to get to 
know them. I saw it as privilege for the church to host it and 
an opportunity to demonstrate our openness to embrace the 
stranger and the refugee. 

How did you go about “telling the story” of 
a refugee through your photos? What do 
you look for to convey their story?

I was one of three photographers. My approach was to ask 
them to bring or wear something that strongly refl ected their 
identity. For our neighbor, the Congolese mother, I caught her 
grinning from ear to ear clutching the Bible that was in her 
native tongue from the Congo. For her daughter, she was in a 
brilliantly colored outfi t and headdress. I struck on a good vein 
with her when we started talking about hymns and worship 
songs from her homeland – I even had her playing and singing 
the music she enjoyed as the photos were being taken. 

Ernie Didot and his family

Portraits of Hope

Contents

What did you learn from the refugees while 
you were working on the project?

One thing I learned as we were taking pictures is that fam-
ily is family. They had the same dynamics as when my family 
took pictures at the local Olan Mills studio back in the day. 
With one family, grandma was grumpy, the boy wasn’t smiling 
correctly for mom, etc. The other thing was that even in the 
relative “safety” of the U.S., they still had fears for family back 
home. I was looking forward to a photo session with a Yazidi 
family from Iraq (Mosul region) who had become fast friends 
with my sister-in-law. I thought that they would jump at the 
opportunity since we knew them so well, but I think there 
were concerns of the images getting back to family or friends 
in their country and putting them in danger for some reason. 
In the midst of the stresses of everyday survival in this new 
land, they are still very much engaged, worried, and stressed 
over family and friends back home.

Why do you think this is important for the 
community to engage in?

There are a lot of reasons, but the immediate reason is for the 
two-way street of acclimation: the community needs to see 
them as real people with the same hopes and challenges that 
we all face, and the refugees need to hear and see a broader 
community that welcomes them and wants to know them. 
The church needs to engage more so that we understand how 
we can best help them. Without engagement, it is very diffi cult 
to understand where they need or want help. We have discov-
ered that many of the refugees are from a strong background 
in their faith, but are landing in a culture that is declining in 
its emphasis on faith. Because of the infl uence of the Anglican 
church worldwide, but particularly in Africa, we see a real 
openness to fi nd a home in our church. The liturgy resonates 
even though we may sing worship songs more stoically, like 
hymns, which they call “Songs that are sung with your hands 
by your side.” It is an amazing opportunity at our doorstep. 

Sometimes people in the church think that only specially gifted 
people who know the languages of the refugees are the only 
ones capable of helping refugees, when really it is more about 
simply making yourself available to help in the common things 
of life: transportation to the store and church; keeping an eye 
out for good housing; pointing 
them in the direction of a great 
thrift store; and introducing 
them to our simple traditions, 
like Christmas tree cutting and 
carving pumpkins. The ap-
plication Google Translator has 
quickly become my good friend 
when working with refugees. 

What role does your family play in your 
art and work?

My kids were adopted from Guatemala at birth. They are very 
Mayan in look and skin color, but very American in culture. 
I do think that when refugees or international students make 
the connection as to who our children are, that this plays a role 
in helping break down some barriers and shyness. They have 
appeared in many videos as “extras” and have helped in the 
logistics of providing rides and caring for children more times 
than they probably wanted to, but they have been tremen-
dously helpful. 

My wife Katrina is a natural with people and food (she’s a 
licensed social worker and restaurant owner). We are in a 
constant state of trying new foods so, of course, this common 
denominator with other cultures proves to be a salve in all our 
interactions with international newcomers. It does not take 
long to discover her in the kitchen by the side of a newcomer. 

The exhibit is called “Portraits of Hope.” 
Why is hope so important?

I was thrilled with the name. We certainly wanted to commu-
nicate that these people, who have made it here on a shoestring 
having won the lottery-like immigration selection process, all 
held the common denominator that they had escaped from a 
seeming dead-end and now had hope for a new life. They have 
hope now largely because they have security, education, jobs, 
housing, and freedom. But what many miss and long for is 
their family, friends and community. One of the hardest things 
for them to adjust to is not just the climate with months of 
cold, winter weather, but what some of them will sometimes 
call a cold community. Our culture is more indoors on the 
computer, TV, or video games, even incubated in our cars and 
offi ces. As they enjoy their newfound hope, it is important 
that we demonstrate that there will be hope for connecting 
with people, to be part of a community again.

Mary Ailes is the Director of Communications 
for the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic.
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“I think most of the people who are not believers will really see 
that the church is meeting not only the spiritual needs – which 
I came to do – but also the physical need. I believe that this 
will also result in a peace building as [this] is an area that has 
been dominated by tribal confl ict. And I am hoping that we 
will use this project to bring communities together for talking 
about health, water, sanitation, about cleanliness. But then we 
will also talk about peace.”

This statement was in response to an aid effort to bring clean 
water to Wau, but the opportunity to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus in ways that meet the needs of the whole person has not 
changed. Bishop Moses is now an Archbishop responsible for a 
larger area of South Sudan. Please pray for him as he ministers 
to an increasing number of refugees.

In some ways, this money is just a drop in the bucket for meet-
ing the true needs. But God is at work. Archbishop Daniel 
Deng says that the South Sudanese government is looking for 
ways to have a dialogue to end the war. They have approached 
the church to help with these conversations, having seen the 
reconciliation happening among church communities. Provid-
ing an example to the civil government is an exciting opportu-
nity for the church. God will surely use it!

ARDF Contents

OPPORTUNITY

IN
SOUTH SUDAN

BY CHRISTINE JONES

“It is human nature. As they grow up, they keep killing each 
other!” These words from Archbishop Daniel Deng of South 
Sudan are sobering. And indeed the situation in South Sudan 
is heartbreaking. With the worst humanitarian crisis occurring 
since World War II, the fact that over 20 million people in 
four countries are starving seems simply overwhelming.

However, in South Sudan, the church continues to be a source 
of hope for those suffering. For example, many internally 
displaced people have arrived at a camp on the Diocesan 
compound in Wau, South Sudan, seeking help. Wau Diocese 
covers two out of the 10 States of South Sudan and is located 
in the northwest of the country. It is closer to the border with 
Sudan than to the capital of South Sudan in Juba. Violence has 
led many to abandon their farms and fl ee for safety. They ar-
rive at the church compound where they not only receive food 
but also pastoral help.

Many of you answered the call of Archbishop Foley Beach to 
help the South Sudanese through the Church in South Sudan. 
Food was distributed across the country. Some of this aid 
reached Wau. But how did the Diocesan staff know how to dis-
tribute it to the 5,000 people camped out in their compound?

Rev. Samuel Mabith Madut, the Diocesan 
Administrative Secretary explains,

“Before distributing food, we fi rst met with community lead-
ers to identify the most vulnerable people. We made sure that 
the community leaders we consulted were representatives of all 
different communities living in the camp.”

Tribal-based violence has been at the heart of the confl ict in 
South Sudan, so any relief efforts must rise above tribal ten-
sions and include reconciliation. The community representa-
tives, both male and female, identifi ed the most needy: nursing 
mothers, pregnant women, the elderly and disabled, and 
orphans and children separated from their parents. 

As they handed out food, “we also took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to preach about forgiveness, reconciliation, and peaceful 
coexistence among the communities within the camp and also 
when they return to their villages,” Rev. Samuel continues.

This is not new for South Sudan, especially for the Diocese of 
Wau. In 2012, Bishop Moses Deng Bol of the Diocese of Wau 
refl ected,

www.anglicanaid.net
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With his affable personality and genuine nature, it is easy to 
imagine Fr. Jarrett Fontenot leading a congregation, both from 
the pulpit and through daily life. As a bi-vocational priest, he 
jokes that I am catching him during his “transition between 
identities.” Indeed, as our conversation concludes I can hear 
the background noise has shifted from the sound of children 
kissing Daddy goodbye to the buzz of a busy offi ce. 

Jarrett is the rector of Holy Cross Anglican in Baton Rouge, 
Lousiana, a 50-person parish that meets for Sunday worship in 
a Cadillac dealership overlooking the interstate. The location 
is not ideal, but the parish has exciting plans for the future. 
Jarrett is also a call center manager for The National Center 
for Disaster Fraud at Louisiana State University (LSU). The 
Center was established after Hurricane Katrina and processes 
calls from across the country before routing them to the ap-
propriate federal agencies. Our conversation is a week after 
Hurricane Harvey and just days before Irma is expected to hit 
Florida. He is busy, but does not hesitate to make time for me. 

A Louisiana native, Jarrett came to faith as a teenager in a 
non-denominational Bible church. Throughout his college 
years at LSU, he engaged with various evangelical traditions 
as his faith grew and deepened. During that time, he met his 
wife, Elizabeth, through Campus Crusade. While fi nishing 
a Masters Degree in Public Administration and Non-profi t 
Management, he felt a call to seminary. And so, at the age of 
26, he and Elizabeth moved from Louisiana to Massachusetts 
to attend Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.

While in Massachusetts, Jarrett and Elizabeth attended an 
Anglican church in the midst of moving into what would 
become the Anglican Church in North America. The transpar-
ency, respect, and grace with which the leaders of the church 
handled the transition was eye-opening and inspiring for the 
Fontenots, deepening their affi nity for Anglicanism.

Upon graduating from Gordon-Conwell, they made a daring 
move to pursue a three-year program with a hospital in the 
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United Arab Emirates. Elizabeth used her 
skills as a nurse while Jarrett employed his 
talents in administration. During that time, they 
helped to plant St. Timothy’s in Al Ain, a mission plant of St. 
Andrews in Abu Dhabi. Through that work, Jarrett realized 
his call to the pastorate. When their time with the hospital was 
cut short, they returned to Baton Rouge with a new calling in 
their hearts and a baby boy in their arms!

Jarrett was ordained to the priesthood in June 2013, but their 
church in Louisiana had closed in May 2013. He recalls think-
ing, “This is not the way you’re supposed to do this!” Eight 
months later, he received a phone call. An Episcopal priest 
asked for help moving his parish to the Anglican Church in 
North America. Though it was not what he had anticipated, 
Jarrett agreed and they began the hard work of re-planting the 
congregation as Holy Cross Anglican.

In December 2015, Jarrett took on the role of head rector 
at Holy Cross and, even after almost two years, he humbly 
admits there is a constant sense of wondering, “How should 
we do this? Are we going about it the right way?” Having 
re-planted a congregation, there is a challenge to respect and 
honor the existing parish while also stepping forward into the 
future to establish a clear vision for the ministry.

Throughout our conversation, he refers to the “Kingdom 
perspective” that he strives to maintain. There are times when 
the needs of a family surpass what he or his parish can support. 
Rather than simply turn them away, though, he directs them 

to another min-
istry equipped to 

serve them. He does this 
by intentionally connecting with 
healthy churches throughout the 
community. Every other week, he 
meets with pastors from another 
denomination to discuss both per-
sonal and parish needs. They keep one 
another accountable and, through their 
relationships, better serve the commu-
nity of Baton Rouge.

That is why he is so excited about the 
future of Holy Cross. They have been given an opportunity to 
move to a new, more accessible location that puts them in the 
middle of several diverse neighborhoods. As they consider the 
possibility of this new location, they are already talking to and 
listening to the people of the community to determine how they 
can best serve them. 

With such changes on the horizon and with encouragement 
from his Bishop, Jarrett hopes to go full-time as rector in the 
near future. He realizes, however, that moving out of bi-
vocational ministry will require planning, patience, and several 
years to prepare. The possibility of these changes presents 
wonderful and exciting potential for Holy Cross Anglican. 
While Jarrett knows it may be a long process, he has learned to 
be patient and wait on the Lord to build His Church. 

Fr. Jarrett and Emily on a camel during their time in the United Arab Emirates

Fr. Jarrett with wife, Elizabeth, and 
children James, Emmett, and Caroline

Fr. Jarrett’s installation as Rector of 
Holy Cross in December 2015 with 

Bishop Clark Lowenfi eld

Palm Sunday at Holy Cross, worshipping in a side showroom at the Cadillac dealership
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By the Rev. Georgette Forney

Stephanie Gray recently appeared on my Facebook 
newsfeed in a video that featured her speaking at Google 
headquarters. I decided to watch and was amazed. 

Like “TED” talks, Google Talks try to “feature the world’s 
most infl uential thinkers, creators, makers and doers all in one 
place.” As I watched her presentation, I was impressed with 
the clarity and depth of her message, and was equally amazed 
that she was speaking at Google. Her message was about how 
to stand for the sanctity of human life.

She focused on how to start conversations and engage people 
without offending those on the opposite side of the opinion 
spectrum. She used questions and answers to lead to produc-
tive dialogue in making the case for life. She did a phenomenal 
job of weaving stories together to create relatable and real 
analogies to the pro-life and pro-choice arguments. 

At the end of each discussion point, she brought the conversa-
tion back to how the ultimate affi rmative answer supports life.

Stephanie explained that when starting conversations, whether 
in an environment that’s friendly or not, it is best to begin with 
open-ended questions such as “Who inspires you, and why?” 

She explained that while 
people she interviewed often 

gave very different answers 
to the fi rst question on who in-

spires them, it was the second ques-
tion of “why” that produced very similar 

responses. Stephanie found that people were usually inspired 
by those who had suffered some kind of great diffi culty, trial, 
or challenge and had overcome it.

What did she fi nd was so similar in their 
responses? How had they overcome their 
great challenges?

Putting others before themselves. Love is universally 
attractive and deep down we are all attracted to self-
lessness. 

They have perspective. Sometimes suffering is 
unavoidable, but despair is avoidable if we give that 
suffering meaning.

They do the right thing, even when it is hard. 

Stephanie concluded her Google Talk by challenging her 
audience to follow the example of those who inspire them 
– to put others before themselves, gain some perspective on 
tough circumstances, and do the right thing, even when it is 
hard. Her challenge changed the conversation and opened 
the door to more conversation on why standing for life can 
make all the difference.

Her talk, “Abortion: From Controversy to 
Civility,” is available online here: 
https://youtu.be/DzzfSq2DEc4 

Stephanie was Executive Director for twelve years of the 
Canadian Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform. She now serves on 
the faculty at Blackstone Legal Fellowship where she trains law 
students from around the world about conversing persuasively 
on sanctity of life issues. She is author of Love Unleashes Life: 
Abortion & the Art of Communicating Truth as well as A 
Physician’s Guide to Discussing Abortion. Stephanie holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University 
of British Columbia in Vancouver, and a Certifi cation (with 
Distinction) in Health Care Ethics from the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Stephanie will be one of the featured speakers at “Life Sum-
mit 2018: Mobilizing the Church for Life,” co-sponsored by 
Anglicans for Life and the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic. It will 
be held at Falls Church Anglican (Falls Church, VA) on Janu-
ary 18, 2018. 

The Rev. Georgette Forney is President of Anglicans for Life 
and co-founder of the Silent No More Awareness Campaign.

To learn more or to register for Life Summit 
2018, as well as the Life Symposium in San 
Francisco, CA, visit 
https://anglicansforlife.org/summit-2018.

The Summit for Life and March for Life are 
excellent opportunities to gain resources 
and bear witness to God’s design and the 
sanctity of life. Each summit is a one-day 
event with speakers who can help you and 
your congregation better understand life is-
sues from conception to natural death. The 
summits also include practical workshops 
that provide resources for practical action 

and pastoral care.

The March and Walk for Life are one-day 
events that follow the summit, bearing public 

witness to the importance of Life.

Washington DC
Summit for Life, January 18
March for Life, January 19

San Francisco
Summit for Life, January 26
Walk for Life, January 27

Ottawa
March for Life, May 10

MATTERS

life
Stephanie 

Gray

https://youtu.be/DzzfSq2DEc4
https://anglicansforlife.org/summit-2018
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XXXV ANNUAL SOLEMN MASS 
OF SAINT CHARLES, K.M. 

11 am, Saturday, 27 January 2018 
St. Timothy’s Anglican Church 

Fort Worth, TX 

SOCIETY OF 
KING CHARLES 
THE MARTYR 

Celebrant & Preacher: 
The Rt Rev’d Keith L. Ackerman, SSC, DD, Vicar

Bishop of Fort Worth, presiding

Send to church at 4201 Mitchell Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76119

Church website: www.sttimothysacc.com

SOCIETY INFORMATION 
Founded 1894 – incorporated in U.S. 2008 
An Oxford Movement devotional society 
Serving members in Canada & the U.S. 

Join our growing devotional society 

ADVERTISEMENT

F IND A FAITHFUL AUDIENCE: 
ADVERTISE IN THE APOSTLE.

Get in touch with an audience that is passionate 
about the Gospel and committed to being and 

forming faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

10,000+ readers/issue
Bi-Annual – Easter and Advent

Contact communications@anglicanchurch.net 
for more information.
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THE MATTHEW 25 GATHERING:

JUSTICE & MERCY 
CONTENDING FOR SHALOM
SEPTEMBER 27-29, 2017

Scottsdale, Arizona was host to The Matthew 25 Gathering, a learning conference 
for a community of workers, leaders, ministers, and practitioners who are actively 
engaged in justice and mercy ministries in North America. The M25 Gathering is a 
pastoral companion ministry to the Matthew 25 Initiative.

“It was so humbling to spend these days with 
such devoted servants and leaders.Their huge 
hearts truly inspired me. I can’t wait until I see 
these new friends again.”
The Rev. Canon David Roseberry

www.skcm-usa.org
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Follow Archbishop Beach at:

Please visit us online and fi nd more at:

www.anglicanchurch.net

Visit us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/TheAnglicanChurch

Follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/The_ACNA

Follow us on Youtube: 
www.youtube.com/AnglicanChurchNA

Reaching North America 
with the Transforming 
Love of Jesus Christ

Visit him on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ArchbishopFoleyBeach

Follow him on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ArchbishopFoley
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